
Chapter 3

Telescopes



Telescopes

Â A telescope is really just a ñlight 
catcheròwhose purpose is to collect as 

much radiation as possible

Â Note: telescopes can óseeômore than 

just visible light depending on their 
design





Optical Telescopes



Reflecting Telescope

ÅLight is bounced 
off of a curved 
mirror onto the 
focus

ÅThe distance 
between the 
mirror and the 
focus is the
focal length





Four different setups:

1. Prime Focus (1 mirror)

2. Newtonian (2 mirrors, side eyepiece)

3. Cassegrain (2 mirrors, back eyepiece)

4. Coduè (3 mirrors, side eyepiece)




